GAA January 2026 Executive Board Meeting Minutes: 
On December 29, 2025, the Executive Board of the Greeley Art Association (GAA) met at the Epic Egg Restaurant in Greeley, Colorado, for the January 2026 meeting. The meeting was called to order by GAA President Gail Mothershed at 8:04 a.m. 

Members in Attendance: Gail and Tom Mothershed, Carol Larson, Colette Pitcher, Michelle Hamilton, Dale Harding, Mary Lynne Pruett, and Claire McNear.

President’s Report:  President Mothershed reported on a visit to the FMS Bank in Greeley to explore the possibility of using a room for future GAA General Meetings. The room located in the basement of the FMS Bank building at 2425 35th Avenue, has elevator access, seats 110 people, and is available free of charge. 

Secretary’s Report: Claire McNear summarized the December 2025 Executive Board and General Membership meeting minutes.  A motion was made to accept the December 2025 Executive Board and General Meeting minutes as written. Motion passed. (Hamilton, Larson).

Treasurer’s Report: President Gail Mothershed reported that no Treasurer Report was available at this time. 

Membership Report:  No membership report was presented at this time. 

Newsletter Editor’s Report:  Michelle Hamilton shared that the GAA newsletter, “The Unlimited Palette”, was distributed the last week of November. The next publication will be out in mid-February, which will include information on the Tointon Gallery Show and the 2026 Stampede Western Art Exhibition and Sale (SWAES).

Programs: Colette Pitcher announced plans for upcoming programs.
In lieu of the regular first Monday GAA meeting, on January 17, 2026, GAA members will take a field trip to the Denver Art Museum to see the exhibit, The Honest Eye: Camille Pissarro’s Impressionism. We will meet at 9:00 a.m. at the Showcase Art Center and carpool to Denver for an 11:10 entrance to the exhibit. Lunch will be at the Ponti restaurant. At this time, 13 people have signed up for the field trip. Anyone who has not signed up should contact Michelle Hamilton ASAP. 
Watercolor Live will take place January 21, 22, & 23, 2026.
The February 2nd program presenter is yet to be determined. 
JR Monks is scheduled to give a 2 day workshop at the Showcase Art Center on February 12 & 13, 2026.  The workshop will be on Color and Landscape, which will apply to any medium.

Publicity:  President Mothershed expressed the need for the phone tree to be used this month as a way to inform members about upcoming dues, the GAA field trip to the Denver Art Museum in lieu of the January 5th meeting, Plein Air opportunities beginning on January 12th, The Tointon Gallery Show, and information on the time and location changes of upcoming General Meetings. 

Plein Air Report: Dale Harding reported on the January Plein Air events. Plein air activities will take place on the second Monday and fourth Friday of each month, weather permitting. The first scheduled event will be January 12, 2026 from noon - 2:00 pm at the Gateway Lakes Natural Area located at 29th Street and 35th Avenue in Greeley. GAA members who have signed up for Plein Air will receive an email with updates. Discussion took place on various locations for a backup painting or teaching opportunity if the weather conditions are not favorable. Suggestions included the Showcase Art Center, local coffee shops, and greenhouses. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Tointon Gallery Art Show: Michelle Hamilton said that the GAA Member only art show, A Brush with Nature is scheduled for the month of February. Entry details are available at greeleyart.org. GAA members must deliver their art work to the Tointon Gallery in downtown Greeley on Tuesday, February 3, 2026, between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm. The artist reception will take place on Friday February 6, 2026. Michelle suggested that supplemental refreshments be provided for the reception. 

SWAES Update:  Colette Pitcher reported on the Stampede Western Art Exhibition and Sale (SWAES). At the last meeting, the Executive Board decided that GAA will go forward with the 2026 SWAES. GAA members will have their own art section with a $20.00 entry fee. Colette said the Call for Entry is on CaFe and will go live on January 5, 2026.  She is looking for any GAA member who might be interested in supporting the artists who enter the show, by providing time to answer questions they may have.
Michelle Hamilton shared that Melanie Chambers Hartman, Contemporary Western Artist from Sedona, Arizona has agreed to jury the SWAES. Michelle stated that she had researched the cost of grids for hanging the GAA member artwork.  A motion was made to allow GAA to spend up to $500.00 to purchase panels, bases, and black zip ties for hanging the GAA member art at the SWAES (McNear, T. Mothershed). Motion approved. Michelle Hamilton agreed to purchase the necessary materials stated above. Discussion followed regarding the use of magnets for hanging the artist biographies. President Mothershed will contact Cory Samples, the Stampede Committee liaison, to obtain the Stampede pins which were used in the past. The entry money from the GAA member entries will go to GAA. At this time there is no award money available for adult artists, as it takes money away from the youth scholarships. The GAA Board would like members to brainstorm ways to get finances for the Best of Show and Artist Choice awards. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

General Meeting Time/Location Change: President Mothershed announced that starting in February 2026, the GAA General Meetings will continue to be on the first Monday of the month. However, the new location for the GAA General Meetings will be at the FMS Bank located at 2425 35th Avenue in Greeley. The meetings will be scheduled to begin at  2:00 p.m.

GAA Meeting Minutes: Michelle Hamilton and Claire McNear requested that the meeting minutes be distributed to members via email on a monthly basis as well as being posted online and in the quarterly newsletter. The board members expressed a need for all GAA members to be updated on the discussions that take place at the Executive meetings. The Board agreed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Executive Board Meeting Place and Time:  The February 2026 GAA Executive Board meeting will be held on Monday, January 26, 2026 at 8:00 a.m. at the Epic Egg, 3830 W. 10th St., Greeley, Colorado. 
GAA General Meeting: NO January 5th general meeting, field trip to Denver Art museum on January 17, 2026 instead. 
Annual dues: GAA dues are to be paid by January 31, 2026. Membership forms and prices are available online or on the last page of the GAA newsletter.
February 2, 2026 Meeting: New location and time 2:00pm at the FMS Bank 2425 35th Avenue, meeting room in the basement. 
Tointon Gallery Show: Art delivery is February 3, 2026 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

President Mothershed adjourned the Executive Board Meeting at 9:33 a.m. 

